Unit One: River Valleys to the Classical World

GPS:  SSWH1 The student will analyze the origins, structures, and interactions of complex societies in the ancient Eastern Mediterranean from 3500 BCE to 500 BCE. 
a. Describe the development of Mesopotamian societies; include the religious, cultural, economic, and political facets of society, with attention to Hammurabi’s law code. 
b. Describe the relationship of religion and political authority in Ancient Egypt. 
c. Explain the development of monotheism; include the concepts developed by the ancient Hebrews, and Zoroastrianism. 
d. Describe early trading networks in the Eastern Mediterranean; include the impact Phoenicians had on the Mediterranean World. 
e. Explain the development and importance of writing; include cuneiform, hieroglyphics, and the Phoenician alphabet. 

SSWH2 The student will identify the major achievements of Chinese and Indian societies from 1100 BCE to 500 CE. 
a. Describe the development of Indian civilization; include the rise and fall of the Maurya Empire, the “Golden Age” under Gupta, and the emperor Ashoka. 
b. Explain the development and impact of Hinduism and Buddhism on India and subsequent diffusion of Buddhism. 
c. Describe the development of Chinese civilization under the Zhou and Qin. 
d. Explain the impact of Confucianism on Chinese culture; include the examination system, the Mandate of Heaven, the status of peasants, the status of merchants, and the patriarchal family, and explain diffusion to Southeast Asia, Japan, and Korea. 
e. Explain how the geography of the Indian Subcontinent contributed to the movement of people and ideas. 

SSWH3 The student will examine the political, philosophical, and cultural interaction of Classical Mediterranean societies from 700 BCE to 400 CE. 
a. Compare the origins and structure of the Greek polis, the Roman Republic, and the Roman Empire. 
b. Identify the ideas and impact of important individuals; include Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle and describe the diffusion of Greek culture by Aristotle’s pupil Alexander the Great and the impact of Julius and Augustus Caesar. 
c. Analyze the contributions of Hellenistic and Roman culture; include law, gender, and science. 
d. Describe polytheism in the Greek and Roman world and the origins and diffusion of Christianity in the Roman world. 
e. Analyze the factors that led to the collapse of the Western Roman Empire. 
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Terms to know:

1. Monotheism
2. Polytheism
3. Primary Source
4. Secondary Source
5. Mesopotamia
6. River Valley Civilization
7. Hebrew
8. Torah
9. Diaspora
10. Phoenicians
11. Hinduism
12. Buddhism
13. Confucianism
14. Filial Piety
15. Diffusion
16. Mandate of Heaven
17. Great Wall of China
18. Ethnocentrism
19. Silk Road
20. Autocracy
21. Legalism
22. Polis
23. Democracy
24. Dynasty
25. Classical Age
26. Hoplites
27. Helots
28. Democracy
29. Hellenistic Age
30. Republic
31. Patricians
32. Plebians
33. Pax Romana
34. Edict of Milan
People to Know:
1. Abraham
2. Socrates
3. Plato
4. Aristotle
5. Alexander the Great
6. Julius Caesar
7. Augustus Caesar
8. Mark Antony
9. Jesus of Nazareth
10. Paul
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Locate and label the following areas on the map below: Iraq, Egypt, Israel, India, China, Greece, Italy, & the Middle East
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	Empires of India
	Mauryans
	Gupta
	If it were you?

	How long ago did it start? (number of years ago not date)
	
	
	

	Where was it located and why?
	
	
	Which do you think was better? Why?

	Four characteristics about each of their religions
	
	
	Which do you think was better?  Why?

	Four characteristics about each of their government
	
	
	Which would have been effective to use? Why

	Four characteristics about each of their culture (ie art, literature…)
	
	
	Which place would you have preferred to live?  Why?

	Three examples of advanced technology.
	
	
	Which do you think was most advanced?  Why?

	What were the different social classes and what were they based on?
	
	
	Does it seem fair?  Why?






Essential Question: What do Hindus and Buddhist believe and what are the similarities and differences? 


























4. Use this diagram to take notes on Buddhism.
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Essential Question: What makes China, China?
 (
The Master said, "With coarse rice to eat, with water to drink, and my bended arm for a pillow, I still have joy in the midst of these things. Riches and 
honours
 acquired by unrighteousness are to me as a floating cloud."
THE virtue for 
Confucianists
.
 Confucius also incorporated the notion of the four classes: the scholar, the peasants, the artisans (a.k.a. craftsmen), and the lowest of the low, the merchant. Notice two things, the place of the peasant and the absence of warriors. Confucianism had no need of war, because if everyone is following their proper role then there should be no war.
Confucianism despised merchants. In the hierarchy of Chinese traditional society built by Confucianism merchants were placed at the bottom. Confucians regarded the merchants as selfish, always placing profit making first.
) (
Confucius said, "Those who are born with the possession of knowledge are the highest class of men. Those who learn, and so readily get possession of knowledge, are the next. Those who are dull and stupid, and yet compass the learning are another class next to these. As to those who are dull and stupid and yet do not learn--they are the lowest of the people."
Zigong
 asked about government. The Master said, "The requisites of government are that there 
be
 sufficient food, sufficient military equipment, and the confidence of the people in their ruler." 
Zigong
 said, "If one had to dispense with one of those three, which should be given up first?" "The military equipment
, "
 said the Master. 
Zigong
 again asked, "If 
on
 had
 
to dispense with one of the two remaining, which should be given up?" The Master answered, "Give up the food. From of old, death has always been the lot of men; but if the people have no faith in their rulers, they cannot stand." 
) (
The Master said, "Riches and honors are what men desire. If they cannot be obtained in the proper way, they should not be held. Poverty and baseness are what men dislike. If they cannot be avoided in the proper way, they should not be avoided. . . . The superior man does not, even for the space of a single meal, act contrary to virtue. In moments of haste, he cleaves to it. In seasons of danger, he cleaves to it."
The general of a large army may be defeated, but you cannot defeat the determined mind of a peasant.  
)
 (
Peasants
) (
Family:
) (
Merchants:
) (
Confucianism
EQ: What made China, China?
)
 (
Government:
Mandate of Heaven:
Examination System:
)





 (
Spread:
) (
Mang
 I asked what filial piety is. The Master said, "It is being obedient." Soon after, as Fan Chi was driving him, the Master told him "
Mang
 asked me what filial piety is, and I answer him 'being obedient.'" Fan Chi asked, "What exactly did you mean?" The Master replied, "That parents, when alive, should be served according to ritual; that, when dead, they should be buried according to ritual; and that they should be sacrificed to according to ritual." 
Ziyou
 asked what filial piety is. The Master said, "The filial piety of now-a-days means providing nourishment for one's parents. But dogs and horses likewise are able to do something along that line for their own kind. Without reverence, what is there to distinguish the one support given from the other?"
He was by nature extremely filial. Even though he was such an esteemed and famous person, he served his mother with utmost devotion. Every evening he would personally clean his mother's chamber pot. Not a moment passed without his fulfilling his filial duties
)





image1.jpeg




image2.emf
 


image3.gif




image4.jpeg




