THE RISE OF DEMOCRACY IN ENGLAND

Background Information

William the Conqueror, (a Norman), defeats Harold Godwinson, (an Anglo-Saxon) seizing Anglo-Saxon land and redistributing it to Norman lords.  This act unified control of the lands and laid the foundation for centralized government in England.  From then on, English kings made it their goal to 1. hold on to their French land and 2. add to their French lands. 

I.
THE REIGNS OF KING HENRY II & KING JOHN

A.
King Henry II added to his French holdings by marrying Eleanor of Aquitaine from France.

B.
During his reign from 1154 to 1189, Henry II strengthened the royal courts of justice by sending royal judges to every part of England at least once a year to collect taxes, settle lawsuits and punish crimes.  

C.
Henry II introduced the use of juries in English courts and the rulings of England’s royal judges formed a unified body of law known as common law.

D.
After Henry II’s first son Richard died, he was succeeded by his brother John who failed as a military leader, losing Normandy and all lands in northern France.  He was nicknamed “John Softsword.”

E.
King John raised taxes to finance his wars which caused his nobles to revolt.  In response, the nobles draw up the Magna Carta, a document which guarantees them basic political rights.  King John is forced so sign the Magna Carta.   

II.
THE REIGNS OF KING EDWARD I, QUEEN ELIZABETH I, AND KING JAMES I

A.
As time went by, Parliament, like the Magna Carta provided a check on royal power.

B.
The Parliament evolves to now include commoners as well as lords.  Parliament becomes bicameral with a House of Commons and a House of Lords.  

C.
King Edward I needing to raise taxes to fight a war against the French, the Welsh, and the Scots, called upon citizens of wealth from every borough and knights from every county in England to serve as a parliament or legislative body.

D.
King James I continues to fight with Parliament over money.  Additionally, he offends the Puritan members of Parliament when he refuses to enact reforms to purify the Church of England of Catholic practices.  He does agree to have the Bible translated into Shakespearean Pose.
E.
Queen Elizabeth I fights with Parliament, mostly over money.  She dies leaving a huge debt for her successor.

III.
THE REIGN OF KING CHARLES I

A.
King Charles I signed the Petition of Rights but ignores it.  He dissolves Parliament and refuses to call it back into session.  To get money, he imposes all kinds of fees and fines on the English people.  

B.
Charles I is forced to call upon Parliament for money to defend England against the Scots.  

C.
Scottish subjects rebel against King Charles I for religious reasons.  They assemble a huge army and threaten to invade England.  

D.
Parliament refuses to grant Charles I any money until he signs a document known as the Petition of Rights.  The document forces the king to agree to the following four points:  



1.
He would not imprison subjects without due cause.



2.
He would not levy taxes without Parliament’s consent.



3.
He would not house soldiers in private homes.



4.
He would not impose martial law in peacetime 

E.
Like his predecessors, Charles I calls upon Parliament for money because he is fighting a war with Spain and France. 
IV.
THE REIGN OF KING CHARLES I & OLIVER CROMWELL

A.
Eventually, the Roundheads led by Oliver Cromwell were victorious.  King Charles I was brought to trial for treason against Parliament.  He was publicly tried, found guilty, sentenced to death and beheaded.   This was the first time that a reigning monarch was publicly tried and killed.  

B.
Cromwell and the Puritans try to reform English society by abolishing “sinful” activities like theater, sporting events and dancing.  

C.
Cromwell became the military dictator of England and abolished the monarchy and House of Lords.  

D.
When Parliament denied King Charles I request, fighting broke out between supporters of the King known as Royalists or Cavaliers and supports of Parliament known as Roundheads because they wore their hair short over their ears.  This fighting was known as the English Civil War.

V.
THE REIGN OF KING CHARLES II

A.
After the death of Cromwell, the English people who were sick of military rule, reinstated Parliament and asked Charles II, the son of Charles I to be king.  

B.
The people of England rejoice because the monarchy has been restored.  

C.
The Habeas Corpus Act was passed during the reign of Charles II.  It gave every prisoner the right to go before a judge and be told the charges under which they were being held.  

D.
Debate started over who should inherit the throne of Charles II since he had no children.  A group called the Whigs opposed his brother James because he was Catholic while a group called the Tories supported James.

VI.
THE REIGN OF KING JAMES II AND WILLIAM & MARY
A.
Charles II dies and his brother, James II becomes king.   

B.
The people of England are offended at James II display of Catholicism and his appointment of several Catholics to high offices.

C.
When James II’s second wife gives birth to a son, members of Parliament fear a succession of Catholic kings.  They invite James II’s older daughter Mary and her husband William, (a prince in the Netherlands) to overthrow James for the sake of Protestantism.  

D.
The Glorious Revolution occurs when Prince William of the Netherlands leads an army to London causing King James II to flee the thrown with no bloodshed.
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THE RISE OF DEMOCRACY IN ENGLAND

Directions:
Use the events from the notes to complete the questions below as well as the accompanying word search.  For full credit, you must write the answers below as well as find them in the word search.

1.
These were introduced in English courts during the reign of Henry II.

2.
During his reign, King James I had this book translated into Shakespearean prose.

3.
The English Civil War was fought between supports of Parliament and supporters of this person.

4.
During the English Civil War, supporters of Parliament were known as this because they wore they hair cut short over their ears.

5-7.
Oliver Cromwell and the Puritans tried to reform English society by banning these “sinful” activities.

8.
By unifying control of the lands, he laid the foundation for centralized government in England.

9.
King John was nicknamed “John Softsword” because he was a failure in this leadership role.

10.
English monarchs were constantly calling upon this legislative body for money.

11.
This famous English document which guarantees certain basic rights was signed by King John.

12.
He was the leader of the Roundheads during the English Civil War.

13.
English monarchs made it their goal to hold on to as well as add to these land holdings.

14.
When he became military dictator of England, Oliver Cromwell abolished this as well as the House of Lords.

15.
Composed of a House of Commons and a House of Lords, the English Parliament would be classified as this.

16.
This English King was publicly tried for treason, sentenced to death, and beheaded.

17.
This female monarch left a huge debt for her successor.

18.
This famous English document signed by King Charles I, further limited the power of the monarchy.

19.
It was through this institution that King Henry II added to his French holdings.

20.
The English Parliament was first created when this monarch need to raise money to fight a war against the French, the Welsh, and the Scots.

21.
When he became king, the English people rejoiced because the monarchy had been restored.

22.
During the English Civil War, supporters of the king were known as Royalists or this.

23.
There was opposition to James II becoming king after his brother Charles II died became he was a member of this Christian faith.

24-25.
Those who were in favor of James II becoming king were known as ___ while those who were against James II becoming king were known as ___.

26.
This law gave prisoners the right to go before a judge and be told the charges under which they were being held.

27.
The bloodless overthrow of the reign of King James II was known as this.

28-29.
Parliament invites this daughter of James II and her husband to overthrow her father for the sake of Protestantism.  Name the daughter and her husband.
30.
Over time, Parliament and the Magna Carta provided a check on this.
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