The Treaty of Versailles
Narrator: World War I, The Great War, The war to end all wars, ended in November of 1918, after almost five years of death and destruction.  Years of fighting on two fronts and shortages caused by the British blockade of Germany finally crushed the Central powers ability and will to fight.  Bulgaria surrendered to the allied powers first on September 29th 1918. They were followed by the Ottoman Empire on October 30th, Austria-Hungary on November 3rd and finally Germany on November 11th.  

Shortly after the surrender of the central powers the victorious countries meet at Versailles in France to discuss the terms for peace.  Representatives of the twenty-seven victorious countries attended the conference.  The defeated Central Powers were not invited, nor was Russia.  Russia with-drew from the war early in 1917 because of massive losses and unrest at home, many of the allies saw this a betrayal and did not feel that Russia deserved a seat at the conference.


Imagine for a moment it is January of 1919, we are seated in the most elegant room of the palace of Versailles, the hall of mirrors [point at TV].  The students seated in the circle at the center of the room represent the winners of World War I, Woodrow Wilson president of the United States[point at TV], Georges Clemenceau the leader of France[point at TV], David Lloyd George of the United Kingdom of Great Britain[point at TV], and Vittorio Orlando of Italy[point at TV].  These gentlemen were known as the Big Four and will do most of the talking as their countries also did most of the fighting.  We are also joined in the center by representatives of Serbia, Japan, Belgium, Australia, Czechoslovakia, and Poland.  Though in reality the losers and Russia were not invited, they will be joining us today to offer their prospective on the treaty.  To remind us that they were not invited we ask they stay seated in the back row.    
Woodrow Wilson: Welcome gentleman to this historic event.  I am proud to represent the United States on this momentous day.  I bring a plan to make this horrible war that killed so many a noble and righteous cause.  I want this Great War [hit desk with fist] to be the war to end all wars.  To do this I have a plan, I call it my 14 points.  


Here is what I propose:



1st: We must be honest and open with each other in all international agreements



2nd: All people should be free to travel safely on the open sea

David Lloyd George: Here Here! No more sinking of innocent people on passenger ships like the Lustania

Woodrow Wilson: Thank you Mr. George,



3rd: We should allow free trade between all countries



4th: We need to reduce the size of our armies, if this is going to be the war to end 



      all wars, then lets get rid of these huge armies



5th: The people of the colonies should be allowed a say in their futures

Georges Clemenceau: WHAT, [throw arms up] we are not giving up our colonies!  Are you crazy, you want to let these backwards people rule themselves, the savages of New Guinea are cannibals!
David Lloyd George: I must agree, President Wilson you are not being realistic, why should the winners of a war be punished by having to give up territory
Japan:  We entered this war to gain territory not loose it!

Woodrow Wilson: Now now gentleman let me finish



6th: Russia should be forgiven for withdrawing early and their new communist 



government should be accepted and supported

David Lloyd George: Mr. Wilson, as I remember you told your people that America entered this war to make the World Safe for Democracy, Russia’s new communist government is far from a democracy.

Vittorio Orlando: Besides Russia chickened out and quit the war early why should we support them

Russia: [raising voice in anger] Gentleman do NOT forget that Russia lost 1,700,000 people fighting this war, more than any of you!

Woodrow Wilson: Again please let me finish



7th: Germany must withdraw from Belgium, and Belgium should regain her 


                 independence

Belgium: Bravo Mr. President!!

Woodrow Wilson: 



8th: France should get the land it lost in the Franco-Prussian War back
Georges Clemenceau: Now your talking Woodrow, we deserve even more than Alsace-Lorraine though, we want some of the Rhineland in Germany

Woodrow Wilson: Now Mr. Clemenceau two wrongs do not make a right – why should you take territory inhabited by Germans

Georges Clemenceau: Simple – REVENGE!!!!!

Woodrow Wilson: Now that will accomplish NOTHING; seeking revenge will only cause another war, this war should be the human race’s last!  Now, Back to my plan



9th: Italy should gain only the territory were ethnic Italians live

Vittorio Orlando: WHAT, My GOD MAN;  what is the point of this nonsense we did not break our alliance with Germany and join the alliance for nothing – we signed an agreement with Britain and France stating very clearly that we would gain territory on the Adriatic Sea

Serbia: Mr. Orlando please be reasonable, the land you are referring to is home to Slavs and should become a part of a new united Slavic country.

Woodrow Wilson: Yes the gentleman from Serbia is correct.  Which brings me to my 10th point



10th: All of the ethnic groups of Europe should be given their own country, for 



example we should create a united Slavic country 



and an independent Czech country
Serbia: Absolutely, we have already picked out a name for our new country, Yugoslavia 

Czechs: YES! we agree we look forward to our independence
Austria-Hungary: Mr. Wilson you must understand that this proposal will rip our country apart, we are home to five different ethnic groups, the Slavs, Czechs, Slovaks, Germans, and Hungarians

Woodrow Wilson: Remember my friend you have lost this war and it was your determination to control the Slavs that started this war.  I think you can kiss your hopes of staying a unified empire goodbye.  Now for number 11


11th: The armies of the central powers should pull out of Romania, Montenegro, 



and Serbia



12th: The people living under the control of the Ottoman Empire who are not 



Ethnic Turks should be allowed to become independent if they choose
David Lloyd George: Surely you don’t think that the backwards people of the Middle East are ready to govern themselves

Woodrow Wilson: I think they should be able to decide that for themselves
David Lloyd George: That’s ridiculous!!, they are backwards and primitive, Britain and France should take over the Middle East and teach the Arabs to be civilized

Ottoman Empire: What right do you have to take this land we have controlled it for generations!

David Lloyd George: The right of victors – you lost and you must now submit to our demands

Woodrow Wilson: That is not the point! [hold head in frustration], each ethnic group should be allowed to choose their own future! Don’t you think Europeans have taken the White Man’s Burden routine a bit too far, be honest you are just greedy for land.  Now I wish you would try and act civilized and let me finish!

13th: The Poles living in Germany should be allowed to form an independent   country with access to the sea

Poles: WOO HOO, it’s about time someone thought of us!

Germany: If you form this country and give it access to the sea won’t that leave a little area of Germany cut off from the rest of the country

Woodrow Wilson: Remember you did lose this war.



Finally and most importantly I propose the creation of a League of Nations



We should form an assembly of all nations so that if we have any disputes in the 



future we can work it out in a peaceful manner
Georges Clemenceau: Well Mr. Wilson you sure paint a rosy picture, that’s easy for you considering that your cities, villages, and farms were not destroyed, your territory was not stolen, you country was not invaded.  The French have one goal and one goal only for this conference and that is REVENGE – we want to punish Germany for all of the horrible things it has done to us!!!
David Lloyd George: The people of the British Empire agree, I understand that Mr. Wilson wants to prevent war in the future but the United States must understand how much the people of Europe suffered as a result of German aggression

Germany: [stand up in anger] WHAT, German aggression, we did NOT start this war! If you want to blame anyone blame Serbia [point at Serbia]– it was a Serbian that assassinated Franz Ferdinand [sit down]
Serbia: [raise arms in frustration] The assassin was NOT acting on the behalf of the Serbian Government, Austria-Hungry invaded our territory before we even had a chance to respond!

Georges Clemenceau: It was Germany that started this war and they MUST [hit the desk] accept responsibility!!! Germany invaded Belgium and attempted to conquer France.  THEY MUST PAY FOR THIS!!!

Woodrow Wilson: Clemenceau settle down!  No one country started this war

Georges Clemenceau: Now hush up Wilson, you have had you chance to talk now it’s my turn!  Here are the French demands
Germany must accept full responsibility for this war

Germany must pay for all the damage done to our country and the countries of our allies during the war 
Germany must turn over the territory along the Rhine River to France

Germany must give up its military

and

German’s colonies should be turned over to the victors!
David Lloyd George: This sounds quite reasonable to me! Britain calls dibs on the German colonies in East Africa

Vittorio Orlando: The French demands seem reasonable to me, much more realistic than Mr. Wilson’s goo goo sweet 14 points, apparently Mr. Wilson does not realize a horrible war has just claimed the lives of millions, someone must pay, justice must be served! Italy has demands of her own!  We want the territory we were promised when we joined the allies.

Japan: I must agree with Mr. Orlando, we did not enter this war for nothing we demand the German colony on the Yellow Sea.
Woodrow Wilson: Gentleman, [look sick] I do not feel well, I am not sure if it is your hateful attitudes or a nasty flu bug but either way we must find a way to compromise!

Georges Clemenceau: France will not back down, Germany must be punished!!!

David Lloyd George: Britain agrees

Vittorio Orlando: Italy must stand with her European allies, Germany must pay 

Woodrow Wilson: Well what can we agree on
David Lloyd George: Well I see no reason why the Poles, Czechs, and Slavs should not be given their own country [point to map on the left] does this map satisfy you gentleman
Woodrow Wilson: I can live with it
Georges Clemenceau: France had hoped to gain more territory from Germany but we will be content with Alsace-Lorraine if the Germans are forbidden from keeping any soldiers or weapons in the Rhineland along our border.

Woodrow Wilson: Ok that sounds reasonable 

Vittorio Orlando: You people seem to have forgotten our deal, Italy was promised more land than this

David Lloyd George: Italy you really weren’t that big of a help, I think you should be happy with what you got

Woodrow Wilson: Ok so can we come to an agreement about German and Ottoman territory outside of Europe

David Lloyd George: What if we only take over the colonies temporarily, The Africans, Arabs, and New Guineans are not ready for independence, they just aren’t civilized enough.  France and Britain will rule these areas temporarily until we think they are ready to become independent

Australia: Now Mr. George New Guinea is an awful long ways way from you guys maybe we could handle this, after all we helped win this war too, we deserve something.

Woodrow Wilson: I really don’t think Britain or France are ever going to think these areas are ready to be independent, I just think you are being greedy and saying this to get the U.S. to allow you to expand your colonial empires

David Lloyd George: Ok I have an idea, you wanted to create a league of nations, what if we let this organization decide when these areas are ready for independence
Woodrow Wilson: If that will get you people to agree to the creation of a League of Nations I will agree!

Georges Clemenceau: But we have not decided on how Germany will be punished!  I propose the following:


Germany must reduce its military to only 100,000 soldiers


Germany must pay for all damages caused by the war, about 33 billion dollars


Germany must accept full responsibility for starting this war

Germany: Again I must protest, we DID NOT start the war and how do you expect us to come up with 33 billion dollars after we were almost starved to death by the British blockade and you have taken away all of our colonies, THIS IS UNREASONABLE AND HUMILIATING!!

Woodrow Wilson: I must [cough] agree [sneeze] all this is going to do is start another war [cough].  But at this point I am so sick that I will agree to almost anything.  Clemenceau will you at least agree to form a League of Nations so [cough] future disputes can be settled [sneeze] without war

Georges Clemenceau: I will agree

Woodrow Wilson: Well how about everyone else?
Vittorio Orlando: I still believe Italy deserves what she was promised but I see I will get no where with that, so I agree

Japan: We would like the German colony on the Yellow Sea

Woodrow Wilson: That’s fine you can have the colony

Japan: Thank you, now about this League of Nations, we think it’s a great idea but could we add a provision to its Charter that states that all of the races of the world are equal?
David Lloyd George: I am not sure I can agree to that, if all of the races of the world are equal than why do the Europeans control Africa and much of Asia?

 Georges Clemenceau: If we agree that all races are equal, than what’s to stop our colonies from demanding independence, France cannot agree to the Gentleman from Japan’s suggestion.

Woodrow Wilson: Unfortunately, I must agree with the gentleman from Britain and France, I cannot agree to this provision considering that America has segregation in the southern states. 

Japan: RACISTS!!! You will regret this!!

Woodrow Wilson: SETTLE DOWN sir, we must move on, Australia, Where do you stand?
Australia: We agree and will take very good care of New Guinea and teach them to stop eating each other
Serbia: We agree

Belgium: We are happy with this

Poles: Long live POLAND – we agree

Czechs: we are a little concerned that you lumped the Czechs in with the Slovaks which we really don’t have a lot in common with but all in all we are happy

Woodrow Wilson: I will agree [cough] but I must warn you, punishing Germany and not allowing the colonies to gain independence is only going to lead to problems [sneeze] in the future, really I think the only reason I am giving in is because I am [cough] so sick
David Lloyd George: Ok than it is settled!  The treaty will include the following:



-The map of Europe will look like this [point to map on left] instead of this [point 



to map on right]

· Germany and Ottoman colonies will be turned over to Britain, France and 

Australia until the League of Nations determined the native population is ready to rule themselves

· Germany will accept full responsibility for the war

· Germany will pay $33 billion dollars in reparations 

· Germany will reduce the size of its army

· Germany will not keep any of its army near the border of France
· The countries of the world will form a new organization called the League of Nations which will try and settle disputes before they become violent

Narrator: The Treaty of Versailles was completed on May 6th.  All of the countries in attendance and Germany signed the treaty accept the United States.  Many historians believe Woodrow Wilson was suffering from an inflammation of the brain brought on by the flu, perhaps this is why he allowed almost all of this noble 14 points to be ignored.  The United States Senate however was not so forgiving, they refused to sign the treaty and as a result the United States never joined the League of Nations.  Without the worlds most powerful country as a member the League was destine to fail and as Wilson had predicted the harsh treatment of Germany came back to haunt the French
